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Getting started micro-guide

Computer programming is a fun and creative activity, and also a useful skill. With Scratch, programming is easy for anyone, even for adults! 
To get started, go to the Scratch website at scratch.mit.edu and install Scratch by following
the download link. Then follow the support link to:

- the getting started guide: your first steps

- the Scratch cards: program neat effects

- video tutorials and tours: learn more

What next? Make a cool animation! Tell your friends about Scratch - and your teacher! Set up a user account on the Scratch website and post your creation on the web. Look at programs others have made. How about posting a birthday card animation for a friend? Use Scratch to make a presentation at school. Invent a new game!
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Advanced Scratch variants

One day, you may want to advance to new levels of programming. Here are some ways to do more cool things with programs built from blocks:

● 
PicoBoard: sensor unit connecting Scratch to the outside world of light and movement (info.scratch.mit.edu/Sensor_boards).

● 
Lego WeDo: simple robots controlled using Scratch (info.scratch.mit.edu/WeDo)

● 
BYOB (byob.berkeley.edu) and Panther (pantherprogramming.weebly.com) extend  Scratch to "real" advanced programming.

● 
Enchanting (enchanting.robotclub.ab.ca) uses Scratch blocks to program the Lego NXT advanced robot kit. (Still under development, somewhat tricky to use.)

● 
Scratch for the Arduino microcontroller (seaside.citilab.eu/scratch/arduino) can control and automate all kinds of things.

● 
App Inventor: (www.appinventor.mit.edu)
Make your own smartphone app!
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